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But If: we "walk: in the | light, as FA is in the lights 
we have fellowſhip. one with another: and the blood ' 
_ of Jeſus fl ** Som, gs Us ow all Cage 


character? He was a, good man, full of the 159 


Ghoſt, 400 of faith, A Acts xi. 24.— If now ye en” 


quire, What it is to walk with God, to be the frienth 


p *. * v3 LY * - - 
. =" . 
a . LAST. 2 
£ r 0 
ts * 1 o l at. <a 4 - 1 
g ” 7 1 : 7 4 84 o 
. < ” E „ 
— » pl * 
, : * * * a ” - 
©. . : h ö * 
4 f : . „ EY 
, 5 1 . 7 
: F »4* 24 a 
q c — 
: : = . 4 3 = 
4 4 * t by . 
* 4 N * "| © 
: , 
- . 
9 ; * 
* 
, 


* * 
+ 


| HINGS 8 are | ſaid, of . e 7 
they have a glorious character. + If it be au- 
ed, what was the character of Enoch ? L anſwer, He 
had this teſtimony, | that be. walked with and pleaſed; 
Tad, Gen. v. 22. Heb, xi: 5. What was Noah's ©. 
charadter ? He wWas 3 .juſt man, and perfect in his 

generations: 8 and Maß walked with Cad, Gen- 
vi. 9. What was Abraham's character? He was the 
friend of God, Jam. ii. 2 4" FE" father” of tn 
faithful : and, in the fame ſenſe, ſome. think Eve is 
called the mother of all living. What was Barnabas's!. 
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of God, to be good men, and full of the Holy' haſty: 


and of faith 8. 1 anſwer, It is to wall in the light at 


God is in the light, and to bave fellowſhip, one uE, 


another: and the blood of Jaſus * i/t, ART: Sor 
Wi f uch from all Jn 5 


1 "op 
In verſe 5th the Apoſtle haps! 9 This 17 the e 
£4 which Wwe have heard of him, and declare unto You, + 
that God is light, &c. Of whom did the Apoſtles hear 
this meſſage ? H nin, ſays John ; that is, of Cuxisr, 
whom he deſcribes verſe firſt, to be the word of life; 
and ver. 2d to be maniſtſted: The life was mani- 
= fe ted, viz. in fleſh; ſo that we, with our eyes, have 
; ſeen, that Nord as manife ed in fleſh, John i. 14. 
And our hands have handled of that Word. In Luke 
iv. 39. Jeſus ſays unto his Apoſtles, Bandle me 
| * and ſee; for à ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones, as ye 
1 ſee me haue. Thus he brings in the operation of 
three ſenſes, as vouchers of, and witneſſes unto, I 
the certainty of what he declared: as if he bad ſaid, 
we are ſure of his incarnation, by the ears, by the 
cepes, and dy the Bards; and ſo here is an elegant 
gradation:- to fee; is more than to. hear; and to 
. 4 1 "hiahdle; more than to ſet; to /e, carries a greater 
| + evidence of truth than to hear, and to handle, car- 
dees greater evidence of truth than to ſce.— Further, 
MIA the ſubzect matter of the meſſage ? - They 
5 Mad of Him; John ſays, they hear of him, that 
60 i i light} hl in him! it #0 darkneſs at all; [that 
: is, God is a God of knowledge: : God E W and 
in him is no folly at all. God is a God of truth : 
_ God is faithfulneſs, and in Him is no diſnmulation 
at all. God is a God of purity: God is holineſs, 
and in bim is no impurity at all. God is a God of 
amity: God is love, and in him is no enmity, no ma- 
lice, at all: Fury, ſays he, Is ut # me et: 
The Apoſtle, RO this Welte W two 
Inferences. | : OS 
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If. Af God be light, then it follows, as a necef- = 
i fry conſequence, / we ſay that we have fellowſhip | 
with him, and walk in darkneſs, we we lye, and do not 
; the wrath. If we ſay we have fellowſhip with bim; 
that is, if we profeſs we have fellowſhip with him, 
and walk in darkneſs ; that is, live in the commiſſion 
of any known ſin, and emiſſion of known duties, we. 


lie, and do not the truth; that is, our practice 
gives the ie to our profeſſion : doing what makes 
our profeſſion falſe and inſincereG. 

.. 2dly, If God be light, then it alſo follows, If ws 


| pay in the light, as he is in the light, we have felling: 
pip one "with another; and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
| eo Son cleanſoth us from All fin. Where notice, 
1. A privilege, the very top privilege of Chriſtiani- | 
75 we have fellowſhip ene with another. The original | 
word, Ko ia, is by ſome rendered communion, by 
others convert, and by our tranſlators fellow/blp . 
in the ſequel we will exclude none of theſe ;* but i in- 
clude each of them. We have fellowſhips not ſiu - 
ply with propoſitions, but with "perſons ; and ot 


merely. with luman, - with ' angelic, but with 4. 


vine perſons: witb the Father, and with the n, 
as in verſe 3. Truly-:our fellowſhip is with the Fu. 
ther, and with his Son. What, John! is it ſo bt I 
vou and others have fellowſhip with the Father, and © 
the Son: truly, ſays he, it is ſo; Txury car RE. 
1 Iewſbip i is with the Father,” and with his Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt. We have fellowſhip with Chriſt, as a me- 
diator; and Chriſt, as mediator, hath fellowſhip with 
ve have Ry: with God i in Chriſt ; and 


> 
BE : 


| God i in Chriſt bath „ us; one i an · 


e Chriſt with us, and we with Chriſt; GO 
with us, and we with God. Obſerv 
2. How this fellowſhip is evidenced ; by walking in 


| a light, as God is in the light: If we walt in the light, 
4 God is in the light, 2 we Save Ns ane 1 5 an- 


other. Notice, 


3. How this felowſblp is . thy: tis 
blood of Feſus : and the blood of Feſus Chriſt his: Son 
cleanſeth us from all ſit 1. The main thing, as 1 
apprehend, in this text is fellowſhip ; and ſo the firſt 
and laſt clauſe ſhall be conſidered only as far as 178 85 


are ſubſervient unto, and connected therewith. 
Waving the formality of a Doctrine, the e 


0 in which I would, through divine A en * 
8 . may be the beine 


. * 


Go To oller two.or three meditation, or remarks, „ 


8 
for preventing miſtakes. © , Meg, 


8 3 Enquire what this fellowſhip 1 > bl 
III. Point out wherein this fellowſhip confi Js. 14 


IV. Shew how this fellowſhip is evidenced. | 4, 5 


Bs. 4 Enquire how this 8 is maintained. 8 


VI. APp'y the whale Subject, 1x e 1 Ao 
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I. The arſt Head . A two or three re. 


Ve marks for preventing, miſtakes. - „ 
Remark 1. When God created ar man. had: 
fellowſhip with God, and God had fellowſhip with 
man; for God not only made man upright, Peel. 
w. 29. but alſo made a ee with * e 


* 


I” 5 4 . 
| fag him, i bis a patkriy oa upon els 

his perfect obedience : ſo much is imported clearly, 
in the threatening of death, in caſe of diſobedience, 
Gen. ii. 17. Thus Adam was God's confederate, 
_ heaven's: favourite ; and while he ſtood, tho' he was 
© alone in the world, et he'\ was not alone, for God 
Was with him. 


a 2 Aden,” andall bir i ft 4. 5 


louuſbip with God by the fall: and hence our firſt 
parents, immediately upon the firſt ſin, eſſayed to 


run from the preſence of God, and to hid themſelves 
among the trees of the Garden, Gen. in. 8. com- 
= pared with Iſa. lix. 2. Your iniguities have ſeparat- 


ed betuixt you and your God. All men by nature 


are, as the Epheſians were, chap. ii. 12. At Nah 


time ye were without Chriſt, having no hope, and 


without Cod in the world. Chap. iv. 18. Alienated 
frem the life of God, through; the ignorance that is in 4 
them. Acts ii. 39. Men are ſaid to be far off, not 


in reſpect of any local diſtance, for God is every 


where: Enter potenter ubique preſenter ; that is; _ - 

« God is in all places by his eſſence and power“? 
but men are ſaid to be afar of, in reſpect of mur 
- diſtance : they are far off from: the knowledge of Gd, 
from the /avour of God, from the 7 * of 1 


and from the enjoyment of God. 


. Remark 3. Man's fellowſhip' 5 God is ns: 5 
by the mediation of Chriſt; / reſtored that which, 
Took not away, Pla. Ixix. 4. Chrift took not away 
man's fellowſhip with God; nevertheleſs he reſtored - - 
i, and ha by his own medution ; "PIP 18. Thro IT 
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| 2s a bar to our acceſs to God; for, Exod, xxxiv. 7. 
ie uill by no means clear the guilty. Ne 

removed this bar by his obedience unto death; by 
8 his bearing the puniſhments due to us for ſin. 1 Peter 


w 


lun Li. e. ihre his 1 dah Tosa. Joive ail 
Gentiles] have an acceſs, by one Spirit, unto the Father. 


\ | John's. 9. I am the door, and by me if any manenter 
n, be ſhall be ſaved; that is, I am the door of ad. 
miſſion, whereby loſt ſinners may enter into the gra 


eious preſence of God here, and unto the glorious 


f preſence of God er and ſo ſhall obtain _ 
5 tion. This leads . do | 


. 


15 60% II. To the ſecond Head, which was t0 enquire 
| what this fellowſhip unte. 


"1/4, It ſuppoſes a removal of choſe bars which 


5 7 yin the way of our acceſs to God. 


1. We being ſinners, God's Juſtice 45 in dr way 


ti. 24. He his own ſelf did bear our ſin in his own 


Ne body on the tree; that is, he did bear the puniſhment 


of our ſin in his own body on the croſs ; compared 
with chap. iii. 18.  Chri/t hath once ſuffered for 


WE -.. fans, the juſt for the unjuſt; that he might bring us 


to Cod: that is, to the knowledge of God, to the 


. favour of God, to the d ator 


enjoyment of God. 
2. Our a a8 0, being the 7 re- 


RTE votſe of God's nature, lay as another bar in the way 
| of our accels-to God; for, Amos iii. 9. Can two 
wall together except they be agreed? 2 Cor. vi. 

1 4, 1 5. What fellouſbip hath righteouſneſs with un- 


righteouſneſs ? and what communion hath light wit þ 


Ul 


>. aft+ = FS. 


r dy 3 „ * 3 
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neſs 7 ih 5 und what concord hath Chip with. 177 


Ae chriſt removes this bar alſo, by putting 


ſpirit into us, Ezek. Xvi. 27. I will put n 
ſpirit into. ybu ; and thereby” we are quickened. John 
vi. 6: 3. It iñ the ſpirit that Phickeneth. Thereby our 


nature is renewed, Ti itus in. 5. Thereby We. are 


renewed in the whole man; in the underſtanding, 


will, memory, conſcience, affections, and in the uſe 
of the members of the body: Thereby the divine 
nature, or habits of grace, are infuſed and drawn 


forth into exerciſe; and as reaſon, and the exerciſe 
of it, renders us ſociable with creatures like ourſelves, 


ſo the divine nature, or habits of grace, makes us 


ſociable with God himſelf, and God with us. 
24, It ſuppoſes union: Chriſt, as mediator, is 1 


walls: to believers, and believers are united to him 
as ſuch: and hence, in John xiv. 20. He Tays, 1 A 


in you, and you in me. The law - union berwixt Chriſt 


and believers is peculiar to them; for he only, BE - 
the three perſons, was their fury : but the Unlon 
made up by the Spirit is not ſo limited to the Son; 


no, no: through the Son they are united unto the 


Father alto; and hence, in 1 Thelf. i. hg the ; 


Church of he Theſſalonians are ſaid to be 27 ol the 


Father. and 7 in the Lord Feſtes- Chriſt « and as they 5 
are united to God, ſo God is united to them; and 


hence "they are faid to dwell in God, and God in 


them, 6 ' John iv. 16. As union to God is the | 


root of fellowſhip, or communion ; fo. fellowſhip, : 
or communion, is a fragrant flower growing . 


| that 3 root. 


* 
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| T1 will be with thee. If Joſhua had not always the 
_ lame preſence of mind which Moſes had; yet be had 
8 always the ſame preſence of God, and that? is Fn 


2 fellowſhip conſiſts. To this we reply, 
twixt Chriſt, as mediator, and believers ; which con- 


vileges: he, according to his meaſure, and they ac- 
. cording to their meaſure of his fellowſhip. We read, 
Rom. viii. 17. F children, then heirs; heirs of 


and they the ſecondary heirs. Chriſt and believers 
have one Father, ene God, John xx. 17. He and 


have net the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. He 
and they have one righteouſneſt, one robe, Rom. iii. 
21, 22. The righteouſneſs of God is unto all, and 
upon all them that believe. He and they ſhall have 


pare a place for you, that where I am, there ye may 
be aff. He and * * have one nn reign 


10 3. 
36, It ſuppo Preſence : God! is with believers, 
Heb. Xitl. 5. and believers are with God, Pſal. 
\ \ Inxiti. 23. J am continually with thee : thou haſt 
holden me by thy right hand, viz. as the tender- | 
hearted father holds his child : even then when J 
ua as a beaſt before thee, Verſe 22. The Lord | 


faid to Joſhua, Chap i. 5. 4s I was with Mefes, fo 


to a believer. 
MY be third head, was to enquire, wherein this 
1/6, There is the fellowſhip of Co nartnceſhis os 


ſiſts in his and their ſharing jointly in the ſame pri- 
God, and joint heirs with Chriſt. He the primary, 


they have one ſpirit, 1 Cor. 6. 17. If any man 


one houſe to lodge in, John xiv, 2, 3. Igo to pre- 


* 


| | Tr 11 1 
ig Luke xxli. 29. 1 appoint unto you | a kingdom, | 
4 my Father appointed unto me. 2 Tim. it. 12. If 
we ſuffer with him, we* ſhall alſs reign with him, 
He and they ſhall have one throne to fit upon, Rev. 
iii. 21. To him that overcometh-will I grant to ſit 
| W with me on my throne. He and they ſhall have one 
ey to be full of, Matth. xxv. 2 45 e thou into 
© Wl the joy of thy Lord. © | 
| 24ly, There is the fellowſhip of intereſt beten 
h God, the bleſſed Three, and believers; which con - 
ſiſts in their being the mutual property of one an- 
i other: God is their property, and they are God's 
* property. Of this fellowſhip we read, Jer. xxxi. 33. 
.. 75 the covenant I will mate with the houſe of 
* Ie 1 will be their God, and they ſhall be my pes. 
Pie. God is their portion, Pſa. xvi. 5. And they 
are God's portion, Deut. xxxii. 9. He is theirs by 
his own conſent, and they are his by their conſent: 
And his conſent to be theirs, influences their conſent 
to be his. His wiſdom is theirs, to direct them; his 
power is theirs, to protect them; his holineſs is theirs, 5 
to ſanctify them; his juſtice is theirs, to juſtify them; : ot 
his mercy is theirs, to commiſerate them; his faithful-- 


infinity is their ſtore, his eternity is the duration of their 
1. I felicity; his unchangeableneſs the rock of their ſtabili- 

nd ty: He gives them all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 
VE vi. 17. God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, being their 
e. God, all that he hath is a conſequential appendix'to 


neſs is theirs, to perform the promiſes to them; his \ 


ay himſelf, —Upon the other hand, they are his wholly, = 


gn Win ſoul, rut, and body; for ye IEA E 
„ 82 | 


8 


* 
Cod, 1 Cor. iii. 16. And ſo every part of them is 
if dedicated and conſecrated to God: their body, that is 
the outer court; their ſoul, that is the holy place; 
their- ſpirit, that is the holy. of holies. Spitit, ſays 
« Ketch, denotes a divine power and energy in a te. 
4 generate and ſanctified ſoul; by which it is carried 
& unto God,“ Luke i. 4, 6. They are his Vor ever, 
in life, 1 in death, in time, and through eternity, Rom. 
Xiv. 8. Whether Wwe live, we live unto the Lord ; 

and whether we die. ve die unto the Lord: There- 
- fare, whether we live, or die, we are the Lord's. 
Song. ii. 1 6. My. belsved is mine, and I am his. 


Zaly, There i is the fellowſhip of action betwixt 


| the Lord and believers; of this we read, Song i. 6 
Draw me, we will run after thee. To draw, is 


God's act; to run after the Lord, is the action. of 
believers: being acted upon, they act. a fellow- 


ſhip of action is held forth in Scripture ;- / 


1. By their knowing one another, John xX. 14. | 


I am the good ſhepherd; and hnow my ſheep, and am 


known of mine. I know them, and they know me, 


in a peculiar manner. They know his voice, Song 
ii. 8. The voice of my beloved, Behold: he: cometh. 
And he knows their voice, Verſe 14. my Dove, 
let me hear thy voice: for feet is thy. voice. 


2. By their approaching and drawing nigh to one 
another, Jam. iv iv. 8. Draw nigh to God, and he 


will draw nigh to you. God draws nigh to us, 
by the aſſumption of our nature, that we. might 
draw) nigh to God, by this aſſumed nature: and 
Hacen in eb x. 20. We are. ſaid. to draw near, 


K 13 * 
through geb that it 10 ſay, his Neſb. Th PET | 
xx. 21. It. is ſaid Moſes drew near to the thick = 
darkneſs,. here God was, lnouing that God” was 
his friend. He was not afraid of the chick ew = 
rieſs ſince God, [bis:friens;:was: ür. 
3. By their waiting upon one S . 1 
* 8. Therefore will the Lord wait that he may be 
gracious unto you. The Lord is a God of judgment, 
and bleſſed are all they that wait for him. There 7 
the Lord waits, and here his people wait; be waits 
that he ae 0 e Ae and l wait t until be ” . 
Denen | 
„ 2c By Pee commas one e the and 55 

crowns them with. the crown of loving kindneſs ang 

tender mercy, Pſa. ciii. 2, 4. Bleſs the Lord, d m] 2 
foul, who'crowneth thee with loving kindneſs and ten- 
der mercy. They eroun the Lord with the crown | 
of the hanour of their ſalvation, Song iii. 11. Be- 
. hold Ring Solomon with\ the croun wherewith his 
mother crauned him. Rev. Xi. 12. On his head 
„ © were many crowns. Each of the innumerable com- 
: pany. crowns Chriſt wich the crown of the honour. |. 
. of his ſalvation. In Rev. iv. 10. The elders fal! 
R down before him; that ſits. on the throne, and'caſ 
their crowns before the throne, (as ſenſible: of their 


e unworthineſs to wear them in his preſence): ſaying, 
e Thau: art worthy, 0 e to receive glory: and 
ſj b 147% 

t 5. By their eating va drinking whh one Ws I 7 


11 2 v. 1. [have eaten ny honey. comb, with my- | 
, honey ; I have drunk. my, wine with my mill: eat, 


("4 * 

0 friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, O Beloved. 
Rev. iii. 20. Fab pas the door, I will come 
in and ſup with him, and he with me. There is an 
aloneneſs of Chriſt and the believer ; they two toge- 
ther are alone, —_— t to band, as two. ens 
= Wappe.. 

oo By their 3 85 tiffing one e 
Song ii. 6. His right hand doth embrace me. Heb, 


xii, 1 3. Theſe all died in faith, and embraced the if. + 


promiſes. Chriſt embraces his people in his arms, 
and they embrace him with their hearts, The be- 
liever ſays, as in Song i. 2. Let him hiſs me with 
the kiſſes of his mouth: after one kiſs let me have 
another. And Chriſt ſays, Pſal. ii. 12. . * 
ie Son" 
At], There is the fellowſhip of conver ſe betwixt 
the Lord and: believers, which conſiſts in their mu- 
tual communing and talking one with another. Of 
this fellowſhip we read, Exod. 'xxxiii. 11. The 
Lem ſpake to Moſes face to face, as a man ſpeaketh 
to his friend. Hoſea ii. 14. I will allure her, and 
J will ſpeak comfortably unto her : in the Hebrew, 
fo ber heart, Ol how great is the condeſcenſion 
and goodneſs of God, in ſtooping to talk friendly 
with man who is but a worm! This anne of 
_  converle lies, 

l ee theils- eve w ger anche the 
Lord expreſſes his love to the believer, ſaying, as 
in Jer. xxxi. 3. I have loved thee with an ever- 
laſting love: and the believer expreſſes his love to 
the Lord, ſaying, as in John xxi. 15, 16, 17. 


9 


0 = 15 1 


Thou lnoweſi that 1 love thee. If ever I loved auß 
thing, I love thee. No leſs than ſeven. or eight times, | 


in Pſa. cxix. David ſays to the Lord, I love thy 


law: O how do I love thy teſtimonies ! I love them 


exceedingly. Whatever wit, ingenuity, or rheto- 
ric a believer hath, there are times wherein the Lord 


| hath the cream of them vented in ſtrains of love to 


himſelf. The Spouſe in Song ii. 5. ſays, She was 


= ſick of love ; and, O but that was a healthful ſickneſs. 


2. In expreſſing their. deſires after one another. 
The Lord expreſſes his deſire towards the believer, 
ſaying, as in Luke xxii. 1 3. With ad have ¶ de. 


fired to eat this paſſover with yau. And ſays the 


Spouſe, Song vii. 10. I am my Beloved's, and his de- 
fire is towards me. — And the believer expreſſes his 

deſire towards the Lord, ſaying, as in Pſa, Ixiii, 1, 3. 
© Lord, my God, early will 1 ſeek thee: my foul 
. thirſteth for thee ; my fleſh longeth for thee in a dry 
land. What! was it any extraordinary buſineſs 


with God, which made him thus eager ? I anſwer, 


It was juſt to ſee God his exceeding joy, verſe 2. 
Whom have 1 in heaven but thee? And there is none 


on earth I deſire beſides thee, Pla. lxxiii. 2 5. I de- 


ſire more and more of thee. © when wilt thou came 


in kindneſs unto me! Make haſte, my beloved, and 


be thou like a roc. It is my heart's deſire to board 
with thee, by living on thy bounty; and to bed 
with thee, 5 lying in thy boſom. _ 
3. In expreſſing their de/;gh. in one another. The 
Lord expreſſes his delight in the believer, ſaying, as 
in a How fair ; ; and Nn, 22 
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0 love, for delights. e Lobd taketh be in his 
People ; and therefore ſays, Thou - haſt raviſhed my 
heart, my Siſter, with one of thine eyes} with one 
chain of thy neck, And the believer” expreſſes his 
delight in the Lord, ſaying, as in Pſal. xciv. 19. 
In the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy com- 
Forts delight my ſoul. Song ii. 3. J fat down un- 
der his ſhadow with great delight. And to delight 
ourſelves in God, is the moſt compendious: art of 
. begging ; it is the readieſt and ſpeedieſt way to get 
| diſpatch of all our particular ſuits. Delight thyſelf 
an God, and he will give thee the ee res, 6:4; thine 
* heart, Pſa. xxxvii. 4. 

* 4 In expreſſing their joy in one sher Tbe 
Lord rejoices in and over the believer; as the bride- 
- groom in and over the bride, Zeph. iii. 17. The 
Lord thy God in the midſt of thee is mighty: he will 
rejeyce over thee ; he will j Je over thee with ſinging. 
And the believer- rejoices in the Lord, Pſa. Ixiti. 
4 * eee thou haſt been my help, therefore i in ſha- 
dow of thy wings will I rejoice. Pſa. Ixxvii. 6. 1 

call to remembrance my Song in the night, that is, he 
conſidered the joyful intereourſe he had with"God, 
when God and he ſang ſongs together, Acts xvi. 25, 
Paul and Silas, at midnight, fang praiſes unto God. 
5. In their commenting one another. The Lord 
commends the believer, ſaying, as in Song v. 7. 
Thou art all fair, my Love ; and there i 10 n ſpot in 
"thee And the believer - commends Chriſt, faying, 
as in Song. v. 10, My beloved is white and ruddy, 
"the chiefe 4 among ten e his head i is as the 
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Ca 1 


bt far gell, 1 lacht are . or eie 1 : 
black as a raven : bis eyes are as the eyes of doves. 


His cauntenance is as Lebanon ; his mouth is moſt 


feet ; yea, he is altogether lovely. Did you ever 
win ſo for ben, on your knees, as to have no more 
to ſay, But precious Chriſt, precious Chriſt, precl- . 
ous Chriſt; none but thee, none but thee, none 


but thee ! Thou art fairer than the children of men; 
thou art more glorious than the mountains of prey. 
6. I may ſay the fellowſhip of action and con- 


0 lies in their ju/tifying one another. God 


juſtifies the believer, ſreely by his grace, Rom. iii. 
25. And the belieyer juſtifies God in all his dealings 


with bim, Luke vii. 35. Wiſdom is juſtified of ol 


her children. 


Many Nicole religion, many . 


pheme' God, open their mouths in language tending 7 
to the diſhonqur of God: but of Job it is ſaid, chap, 
i. 22. In all this Job did not attribute folly to God; . 
did not charge God fooliſhly. Yea, ſooner ot later, 
all God's children ſhall ſay, as in Mark vii. 37, He 
hath done all things well, All is vell done God | 


does. Further. 
7. I way ſay the fclowſhip of action and con- 


ul lies in their ,/an(7;//ing one another. God 
ſanẽtiſies the belieyer by his word and Spirit, making 
him holy, and to grow in holineſs, John xvii. 17. 
— And the believer ſanctifies God in his heart, by 
wor bis fear and dread, Iſa. viii. 13. 1 Peter 
ini. 15.. Sanctiß the Lord of baſts, himſelf in your 
4 let him be your fear, and let him be yu, 
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dread. The believer ſets up the Lord in his het 
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5 the Lord before him, ſaying,” 7; hou God feet me 2 
thou knoweſt my down ſitting, and mine up- riſing 
thou underſtandeſt my thoughts afar off ; thou art ac- 


quainted with all my ways. There is not a word in 
0 tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou knoweſt it altogether. 


Finally, to ſhut up this Head, I may obſerve, that 
| the whole of the fellowſhip of co-partnerſhip of in- 
tereſt, of action, and of converſe will iſſue in their 

being eve / laſtingly glorified in one another. The 


Lord will Me. eternally glorified in the believer, 


2 Theſſ. i. Dye Lord Jeſus | ſhall come to be 


glorified in his ir ſaints; and to be admired in all them 
that believe, —And the believer will be eternally glo- 


rified in God, Rom. viii. 30. Whom he did pre- 


deſtinate, them he a I called; and whom he called, 


them he alſo juſtified ; and whom. he juſtified, them 
he alſo glorified. I ſhall only add, that the two firſt 


kinds of fellowſhip reſpecting the believer's tate, are 


always /the ſame; but the other two, 1 


h the believer” 5 050 are We ee 8 


Tv. The fourth Head, was to enquire bow: this 
fellowſhip is evidenced, I anſwer, in general, by 
walking in the light, as God is in the light. Expoſi- 
tors notice, that walking ſuppoſes life, and implies 


motion, a voluntary motion, an uniform motion, 


a progreſſive motion, from one good work to ano- 
ther: according to the degree of the influence, knen 


is under, ſuch will his progreſs i in godlineſs be. 


What 1 propoſe here, is to anſwer two A een 
1. What is it for Co to be in the light? 2. What 
is it for us to walk in the light, as God i is in the 
light? 
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"Queſt. 1. What it is for Gov to be in the 1657. > bs 
- Anſwer 1. Chriſt is light, the true light, John 
i. 9. And fo for God to be in the light, is to 
be in Chriſt : God is in Chriſt, Matth. iii. 1 7. Thit 
is my beloved Son, in whom Tam well-pleaſed. 2 Cor, 
v. I9. God was in Chriſt reconciling the world to 
himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. 
Where is, and where was God? God is, and was, 
in Cuxisr. What is, and what was God doing in 
Chriſt? God is, and was in Chriſt, well-pleaſed ; 
reconciling the world unto A not imputing their 
treſpaſſes to them, . 
2. It is to be in himſelf, rin and farwdand, 
| ed with the brightneſs and ſplendor of his own per- 


wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and truth : and 
hence he is ſaid to dwell in the light, 1 3 Fin * 
1 6. j 4 | 
3. It is to be out of himſelf, exerciſed it in theſs 
actions which are agreeable to the revelation he hath 
made of himſelf, Jer. ix. 24. I am: the Lord which 
| exerciſe loving-kindneſs 55 Judgment, and. gens. | 
1 1 YO ADD « IE. | 
Queſt. 2. What is it for vs to walk i in the light, 

7s God is in 2 5 light. 135 
Anſw. 1. It is to walk in Chriſt, Col. ii. . U. At 
ye have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye 
in him, As Chriſt comes in, ſelf goes out; the 
more a man walks in Chriſt, the more he walks out 
of ſelf. As Chrift is the way, ſo the Chriſtian walks 
s. I therein: is of Chriſt, as the author; 7hrovgh Chriſt, - 
ah 28 the altar of acceptance 3 and 10 Chriſt, as the end, | 
; G 2 
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Fedtions ; eſpecially his moral perfections; as, his 
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or final cauſe. Rev. j. 8. Ian Alpha wa omega, 
that is to ſay, the beginning and the ending. Rom. 
ni. 36. Of him, and through him, and to him 1 5 : 
all things : to whom be glory for ever. 
231. It js in our converſation to imitate God, in 
his imitable perfections and actions, Eph. iv. 32. 


and chap. v. 1. God for Chriſt's fake; hath forgiven 


you: be ye therefore followers of Ged as dear children: 


the original term h ?, ſignifies imitators ; be 
ye imitators of God as dear children, viz. in forgiv- 


ing one another, becauſe God hath forgiven you, 1 
may ſay, to walk in the light as God is in the light, 
is to be merciful, as God is merciful ; ſo Chriſt ex- 
pounds it, Luke vi. 36. It is to be Holy, as God is 
holy; ſo Peter explains it, 1 Epiſt. i. 16. The as 


in the text, denotes not an equality, but a Heng: 


ue walk in, the light as he is in the light ; that is, 


if we make a frade of holineſs ; if holineſs be our 
buſmeſ3, as he is holy, we have fellowſhip: one with 


another. But ſay you, darkneſs is mixed with our 


light ; and we make many out-of-the-way ſteps into 


_* the darkneſs of ſin, as James ſays, chap. ili. 2. In 


many things we offend all. Are we thereby rejected 


and caſt off? No, no: we are, notwithſtanding, 


Mill retained in the family of God; for, the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, his Son, cleanſeth us from all ſin. The 


copulative particle and, in the text, is cauſal, and 


_ Ognifies beoauſe ; as if it had been ſaid, notwithſtand- 
Ing of our ſins we are not rejefted of God, becauſe 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son ' cleanſeth us from 
all fin; and if from all fin, then not only from ſin 
— converſion, but alſo from Gn 1 82 dos. 
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V. The Gf chin Pente ith 6 eee 
how this fellowſhip is. maintnined? We anſwer, _ 
By the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, God's Son, which 


cleanſeth us from all fin. As the fellowſhip was 


begun by the blood of Jeſus; ſo it is carried oa by 
the blood of Jeſus: for, our fellowſhip with God, 5 
while in the world, is a fellowſhip with God as a 
Saviour, and we as ſinners. As we have ſins to be 
cleanſed, and Chriſt has blood to cleanſe them, the © 
blood of Jeſus cleanſeth us from ſin paſt; preſent; 
and to come, as to the guilt of eternal wrath in 
juſtification, Pſa. xxxii. 1, 2. And from this fin} 
newly committed as to the guilt of fatherly anger, 
upon the renewed acts of faith, Pſa. xxxii. 5. Al- 
though the corruptlon of nature remains, after juſſi - 
fication, even as long as the foul remains in the bo- 
dy; yet it is not imputed, as to the guilt of eternal | 
wrath,. Rom. viii. 1. And as faſt as the corruption 
of nature riſes, or as often as ſin appears, ſo often 
the blood of Jeſus, uſed by faith, removes and takes 
them away out of the conſcience, as to the guilt of 
fatherly anger, Rom. i. 16, 17, And in this. nian- 


ner the fellowſhip is maintained. Here we may 


anſwer two Queſtions.” 1. How are we to under- 
ſtand the blood of Jeſus ? 24 2 How it cleanſeth 


from all ſin? 


1. How we are to underſtand the blood of Fe 2 a 


ere? We anſwer, not materially ; for blood, as 
ſuch, beſpots any thing on which it is dropped: but 
morally ; for blood, as ſuch, imports loſs of life, as 
the xpiation of, and as the ſatisfaction to the law, 
for the 9 thereof. Thus in Num. XXV. 


/ 


Fd 


T. 22  Y 

| 3 3. It is faid, blood defileth the 5 and the land 

cannot be cleanſed of the blood that is ſhed therein ; 
but by the blood of him that ſhed it: that is, the 


i ſhedding of the blood of the innocent defiles the land; 


that is, lays the land obnoxious to judgment ; but 
the ſhedding of the blood of the murderer cleanſes 


the land; 3. e. frees it from judgments. + 


2. How the blood of Feſus cleanſeth from all ſin? 
' Anſwer 1. All manner of ſin was imputed to 
the Son, God's holy one, Iſa. liii. 6. 2 Cor. v. 20. 
The Lord laid on him the intquity of us all. He e 
him ſin for us who knew no ſin. 
2. All manner of ſin being imputed to FR Son 
of God, he loſt his liſe, in the human nature, as 
the expiation of, and as a ſatisfatF;on to the law for 


the ſame, 1 Cor. xv. 3. Chriſt died for our 1 NS ac · 


cording to the ſcriptures. 


* 1 


As ſoon as men believe in Chriſt, this blood of ; 


Chriſt is imputed to them, and thereby they are freed 
from the puniſhment of ſin, Gal. iii. 15. Chri/f 
hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for us, and ſo treated us as we had ne- 
ver been criminals. The virtue of Chriſt's blood, 


conveyed as ſprinkled | on the conſcience, is from 
the propitiation it made, as ſhed: and „in this man- 


ws it cleanſeth us from all 375 


VI. The laſt thin g 3 was the Application 
of the Subject; which we ſhall eſſay in an uſe. "nt 
information, reproof, and exhortation. 

Fir/t, For information. From the text you war 
learn the . particulars 
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1. Whence is it the ordinances are ſo amiable to 


believers: it is becauſe therein they have fellowſhip 


with God, Pſa. Ixxxiv. 1. How amiable are thy ta- 
bernacles, O Lord of hoſts !—How amiable are the 


| ſealing ordinances, eſpecially that of the ſupper? 


Song ii. 4. He brought me to the banquetting - houſe, 
and his banner over me was love. In the ſupper, 
they eat that fleſh, which is meat indeed; and drink 
that blood, which is drink indeed: not the fleſh'of 
fowls, but the fleſh of God; not the blood of the 2 
grape only, but the blood of God. 1 Cor. x. 1 6. 


The cup of bleſſing, which we bleſs, is it not the com- 


munion of the blood of Chriſt : ? The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the body of Chriſt ?— 
How amiable is the ordinance of meditation, becauſe 
therein they have many ſoliloquies, or diſcourſes, 
with themſelves about God? How amiable is the 
ordinance of preaching, becauſe therein God hath + 


many colloquies, many diſcourſes with them-? Song 


ii. 10. My beloved ſpake unto me and ſaid, Riſe my 
love, and come away. The place where the goſpel 
is preached is God's ſpeaking place, Exod. xx. 24. 
— How amiable is the ordinance of prayer, becauſe 
therein they have many colloquies, many diſcourſes 
with God? Pſa. v. 3. In prayer is exerciſed our cloſe 
communion. As in and by the miniſtry of the word, 
God ſpeaks to us; ſo in and by prayer we ſpeak to 


| God: by the firſt, God pours his heart into ours; 


and by the laſt, we pour ours into his. o 
2. Learn what is the main thing e are * 

ing in the ordinances, it is fe/low/hip with God. Pſa. 

xxvii. 4. One thing have 1 deſired of the Lord, that 


„ 

— ao; that I may dwell in the houſe if the Lord, 
ttz behold the beauty of the Lord. As Chriſt is the deſire 
olf all nations; ſo fellowſhip with Chriſt, andGod in 
him, is the defire of every faint : as it is ſaid, O grant 
me this one thing, I will bear the want of other 
things What are Goeraments, what is meditation, 
what is preaching, what js praying, if I meet not 
with che Lord therein; if a believer. meets not 
with the Lord in the ordinances, he is like a man 
travelling many miles to a place to meet a friend, up- 
on an important affair, but not being there, he re- 
turns ſad and diſſatisſied. Fellowſhip with the Lord 
is the journey's end of ordinance : and if there be 
in men a backwardneſs to the ordinances, it can im- 
port nothing elſe, but a backwardneſs to the God of 

5 ware. to fellowſhip with God therein. 
3. Learn what makes a man an agreeable com- 
panion to a believer; fellowſhip with God makes 
him ſuch, Gal. ii. 9. hen James, Cephas, and 
John, perceived the grace that was given unta me, 
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fel. 
lnuſhip;; that is, they gave them the right hand as 
_ © ſign of their acknowledging them to be fellows of 
their ſociety, to be felow-apoſtles, fellow-workers, 
and fellow-ſaints. - Zech. viii. 23: Ten men ſball 
take bold of the ſhirt of him that is a Few, Saymg, 
ur will go with you, fur we have heard that Cod is 
with you there is the powerful attractive, God is 
with you. The graceleſs, great, and ſenſual world. 
lings, alla man can carry away from the company of 
ſuch is guilt and grief: and therefore to thy ſoul ſay; 
O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; and unta 
their aſſembly, mine honour be not thou united. 
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4. Learn how Ace tern are; they have. 
fellowſhip with God, Deut. xxxiii. 27. Happy art 
thou, O Iſrael ; who is like wnto thee ? What is hap- 
pineſs ? Neither the ambitious man's anſwer to this 


queſtion, nor the voluptuous man's reply, nor ie 


ſenſual man's anſwer, nor the philoſophic man's re- 
ply, are to be admitted of. Chriſt ſays, There is 


none good but one, that is God: and fo it muſt be 


happineſs ro enjoy that one, Pſa. cxvi. 7. It is hap» 
pineſs to enjoy God in Chriſt. In our Shorter Cate- 


chiſm it is ſaid, . Man's chief end is to glorify God, 5 if 
' «and enjoy him for ever.“ But what is it to enjoy EE 
God? It is to have fellowſhip” with God; it is to 


have the. fellowſhip of co-partnerſhip with Chriſt z 


it is to have the fellowſhip of intereſt ; the fellow= - _ 
{hip of action; the fellowſhip of nee with God. 


To illuſtrate this, a certain divine bids us aſk dam- if 
ned ſpirits, Why they are miſerable? they muſt 2 — 


Becauſe they have not fellowſhip with God afle 
there is nothing in hell but darkneſ**s They mut 


ſay, Becauſe they have not fellowſhip with the Ans 
ther of lights. Aſk why there is nothing in hell Ut 
weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth They muſt. 


ſay, Becauſe they have no fellowſhip with the Father 
of Conſolation, Aſk why there is nothing in them, 
but the worm that dieth not ? They. muſt ſay, Be- 
cauſe they have no fellowſhip with him that died for 
{inners.-—Fellowſhip with God, as vouchſafed here, 
is the beginning of heaven on earth; and as youch- 


ſafed hereafter, it is the height of happineſs. If a 


man could be in heaven without this fellowſhip; he 


could want heaven even in heaven: a believing man 


D , 
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| „ 
accounts nothing miſery, but to be ſeparated 
«from God; and nothing bleſſedneſs, but the fruiti- 
on of God. The Marquis of Vico, for Chriſt's 
ſake, having left his eſtate, wife, and children in 
Italy, whom he tenderly loved, and being urged to 
return, refuſed, ©« Let his money periſh with him 
„ who prefers all the wealth and riches of the world 
6 to one day's communion with Chriſt,” _ 4 
F. Learn how hon:urable believers are: they have | 
. Fellowſhip with God, Deut. xxvi. 18, 19. The Lord 
hath avouched thee to be his peculiar people ; and to 
make thee high above all nations, which he hath 
made in honour. Ifa, xliti. 4. Since thou was precious 
in my ſight, thou haſt been honourable. It is reckon- 
ed great honour to be a fellow of the royal ſociety, 
to have fellowſhip with princes; but what is fellow. 
ſhip with princes, to fellowſhip with the Prince of 
the kings of the earth? And this honour hath all the 
ſaints. Particularly, it is ſaid of Abraham, Jam. ii. 
24. he was the friend'of God, O incomparable 
title]! including more than king or emperor : and 
_- Friendſhip, is fellowſhip in exerciſe. By how much the 
+ diſtance is betwixt God and us, by, ſo much propor- 
tionally muſt the dignity riſe to be advanced to fellow- 
\ , hip with God.— Further, I may here notice, that 
fellow(bip with thoſe who are in authority above us, 
is apt to make us proud; but fellowſhip with God, 
who is infinitely above us, is humbling, Job chap. 
xlii. 5, 6. 2 Sam. vii. 18. And likewiſe I may 
ſay, fellowſhip with thoſe who are above us in au- 
thority is ready to make us peeviſh, and averſe from 
others, ſharing with us therein; but fellowſhip with 
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God, who is infinitely above all, makes us deſi rous 
of others partaking | with us therein, John iv. 28, 


29. Acts xxvi. 29. Agrippa ſaid to Paul, nas 210 


moſt perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian. And Paul 


J would to God, that not only you, but alſo all that _ 
hear me, were both almoſt, and altogether ſuch a 
am, except theſe bonds. And how happy, how ho- 
nourable a man had Agrippa been, if he had been as 
happy, as honourable as Paul wass 
6. Learn how good and b/efſed God is in himſelf, | 
00 to men. God is good, and bleſſed in himſelf, Zech. 
17. How great is his goodneſs! 1 Tim. i. 1 f. 
He is the bleſſed God, If there had not been in the 
. Godhead, or divine nature, three perſons really di- 
ſtinct, rejoycing in, and ſpeaking unto each other, 
there had not been a perfection of bleſſedneſs there- 


in; for, much of ſweetneſs lies in ſociety : but there 
- was from eternity in the Godhead three perſons re- 


Joicing in and ſpeaking to each other, Prov. viii. 30. 


And ſo there was a perfection of bleſſedneſs i in the 


Godhead from eternity. God is alſo good and bleſ- 
ſed unto men, Pſal Ixxiii. i. Eph. i. 3. The perſons 


in the Godhead would not be happy alone, by keep 


ing their fulneſs wholly among themſelves; no, no: 
they determined that believers ſhould have all their 
fulneſs; not as to eſſential ſameneſs, that is impoſli-' 
ble; but as to fruition, ſo far as mere creatures are 
capable of. Accordingly Paul to the believing Co- 
rinthians, 1 Epiſt. i. 9. ſays, God is faithful by whom” 
ye were called into the fellowſhip of his Son Feſus. 
Gif our Lord. Chriſt is God's fellow, Zech. xiii. + 
7. God found this fellowſhip ſo ſweet as he bath” 
D 2 : ws 
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alled you hellevers up to W PR of it. Le 
are the veſſels of mercy ; and God is not a niggard, 
no, no; he is that ocean which will fill the veſſels 
of werey up to the brim, Rev. vii. 1 6, 17. 


7. Learn a reaſon why believers ſometimes - | 


drau from the company of fellow creatures? It is 
that they may have the fellowſhip of converſe, with 
God, their Creator and Redeemer, Matth. vi, 6. It 


is faid of Jephtha, Judg. xi. 2. He uttered all his 
Words before the Lord in Mizpah : 


upon his elevati- - 
on to be the judge, he quickly retired to bis devoti - 


on, Silence and ſolitude befriends our communion ; 


with God. © Believers are never leſs alone than when : 
alone: the leſs of the creature, the more of the Cre - 
ator; the leſs of the creatures eompany, the more of 

the Creator's company. 


« company, faid godly. Sibbs.“ And here learn a 


good apology for believers being ſometimes abſent, 
even while in company with fellow creatures; why? 


*- becauſe they are in the fellowſhip of converſe with. 
God. I have read of Colonel Gardner, who appologiz- 


ed for his being ſo abſent, by telling an intimate, 


% That his heart was flawen- upward, before he was. 
4 aware, to him hom he loved; and that he was 
« rejoicing in him with ſuch unſpeakable joy, that 


e he could not hold it. down to creature 0”! 1 


We proceed, 

24ly, To an uſe of Reprovf, which. we. ſhall ten- 
der to two ſorts of perſons. 

1. This text reproves theſe who deny ſuch : a 4 


25 fellowſhip with God. Atheiſts ſcoff-ar it as en- 
— as fanaticiſm, as a cunningly deviſed fable: | 


4 
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% My God and I are good _. 


t 


ſelf, a 
the rel 
is thei 


we fa) 


Father, and they are his children; and ſhall 


of belevers, ' and they are his pow/e ; and ſhall we 
ſay tiere is no ſuch thing as fellowſhip betwixt huſ- 
banda: 


reality in fellowſhip with God. 


2. This text reproves thoſe profeſſors of ib 
\who are of a contentious, carping, and diviſrve ſpi- 
rit. To ſuch: Paul ſays, 1 Cor. iii. 3. Whereas there... 
is among you envying, and ſtrife, and diviſions 5 


are ye not carnal, and walk as men ? The enyying, 
ſtrife, and diviſions, which were among them, he 
affirms, 'that they proceeded from the carnality of 


their hearts; ſurely the fellowſhip of ſuch, with: 


Chriſt, : is at a lo ebb: for Chriſt is the centre 
all Chriſtians ; and, as lines, the nearer they are tb 
the centre, the nearer they are to one another: and 


the further they are from the centre, the further 
they are from one another: ſo the nearer Chriſtians 
are to Chriſt, the nearer they are to one another in 


affection; and the further they are from Chriſt, the 
further they are from one another. Ah ! the divi- 


ſions of the day are mournful; yet, to ſuch who 
are aggrieved with theſe, I would lay, Ponder the pe- 
ion of Chriſt's prayet, John xvii. 20. 21. T pray . 


Vat they all wy be one, at thou Father art in me, 


but thayfffelowſhip. with God is a thing as real in 4 
it is ſweet in its nature, I might evince from 
tien in which God ſtands to believers. God  - 


there is no ſuch thing as fellowſhip berwixt 
father and children? Further, Chriſt is the huſband 


| wife ?— We muſt either renounce and de- 
ay all fuch relation betwixt God and believers, and _ 
thereby renounce and deny our Bibles, particularly - 
our text, or elſe yield the conluſion, that e = 


[> 1 . 
| and Tin thee; that they may be one in us. Nelievers 
are one in the Father and Son, by having the Spirit 
of the Father and of the Son in them, as a prjinciple 
of ipiritual life and mation; and the more they have 
of that Spirit, the more are they one with the Father 
and Son: and when they are one perfe&ly] with 
the Father and Son, who are one eſſentially and fe · 
derately, they will be one perfectly among them. 
ſelves; no more differences among them, as there 
never was a difference betwixt the Father and the 
Son, whether conſidered as God or as God. man. 
Je 3. The third uſe we 1:55pm was er Ex. 

Hortation. f 
1ſt, Let me addreſs you, who have fellowſhip 
with God in the words of Paul to the Epheſians, chap. 
v. 8. Walk as children of light: or, in the words of 
the text, Walk in the light, as God is in the light: 
that is, go on, and increaſe, in the knowledge of 
God's will; go on, and increaſe, in obedience to 
the will of God: Let your converſation be in heaven ; 
let your deportment be as men come down from 
heaven, not to tarry here, but quickly to return 


| -  thither, and as if you were already in heaven. The 


more holy your walk is, the more ſweet will your 
fellowſhip with God be, Iſa. Ixiv. 5. Thou meeteſt 
him that rejaiceth, and worketh righteouſneſs 5 thoſe 
that remember thee in thy way. Here is the believer 
ſinging at his work ; and ſo he may, for God meets 
him; yea, comes and makes his abode with bim, John 
' Riv. 22. Judas, not Iſcariot, ſaith unto Feſus, Lord, 
how is it that thou wilt manifeſt thyſelf unto us, and 
not unto the world? Verſe 2 3. Jeſus anſwered and 
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ſat id unto him, I any man loves me, no man loves 


- Chriſt; but the man whom Chriſt firſt loves, | he will 


nee my words, i. e. my commandments ; theſe he 


will keep in his deſires and endeavours, and my Fa- 


ther will love him, viz. with a complacential love; 
not to regenerate, not to juſtify him in theſe reſpects: 

The Father loved the man before; and the Father's 

loving the man, in theſe reſpects before, was the 


cauſe of his love ; and his love the cauſe of his keep- SR 
ing the commands; but my Father will love him, viz. 


with a love of delight and complacency ; and we will | 


come unto him,; that is, my Father and I will come 


to him by the Spirit, and make our abode with him, viz. 


as to a ſettled ſenſe of our love; not only will we 


love the obedient believer, but ſo reſt in our love, 


as to impreſs on him a ſettled ſenſe thereof. This 


is a ſingular attainment : of which, I have heard of 


two only in our day, whom the Lord thus denoted. _ 
One of them, whoſe intellectuals were a little touch- - . 
ed by a deep Law-work, yet could, toward the cloſe - 


of her days, ſay, Since my outgate, to this hour, 
« which were ſeveral years, the Sun of righteouſneſs 


„ hath conſtantly ſhone upon my ſoul without once 
_ « withdrawing his warm beams.” yp 
Further, I my ſay, although the duties of obeds- w, 


ence be not the meritorious cauſe of the leaſt ſmile 
of God's countenance ; yet they are the waggons by 
which the Spirit carries our ſouls unto God, unto the 

embraces of God, 1 John. iii. 22, 2 3. But ſays one, 7 
Ah! my heart, my heart; I am thereby frequently _ 


\ plunged into the mire of mine own filthineſs: fain 
would I have my heart conformed to God's heart; 


| „ 
but it is not fo, and I cannot get it ſo. Alas! what | 
will become of me? To this we anſwer, by aſking, 
Why thou ſhouldeſt be dejected and caſt down ? it 
is not more ſure, that thou haſt always within thee 
matter of mourning, than it is ſure thou haſt always 
without thee matter of rejoicing, 1 John i. 2. Theſe 
things I write unto you, that ye ſin not ; and if any 
man ſin we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteons : and he is the propitiation for 
our fin; that is, if any man who deſires to be ho- 
ly, defiles himſelf with unholineſs ; yet let him not 
deſpair ; ; for Chriſt, as his advocate, pleads upon be- 
ing the propitiation for his ſin ; the faith of this 
would yield you relief: Be humble, but be not diſ-. 
couraged. —There is room for ſelf abafement, but 
no room for diſpondency ; for, the blood of Jeſus, 
zs a fountain, runs with you in the Goſpel, read 
and preached, all your way through the deſart, that 
thou mayſt daily waſh therein, and be whiter than | 
the ſow. -— And fo, 
24ly, I would addreſs you in the weirds of Joſhua 
to Achan, chap. vii. 19. My Son, give glory to the 
Lord, and make confeſſion unto him. Some confeſs 
that they are ſinners in general, and that they have 
broken all the commands; and yet, as to particulars, 
they will not cordially take with one ſin ; and fo have 


no benefit by that blood which c/eanſeth Nun all ſin. 
But the more fellowſhip ye have with God, the more 
ſeeret fins God will diſcover unto you; and the 
more ye will diſcloſe again to God, Pſa. xix. 12. 
Who can underſtand his errors ? cleanſe thou me from 
N faults, Indeed, I muſt ſay, confeſſing of fin 
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hit, the confeſſing of fin is the moſt way of N- 


feſſing and publiſhing the grace of God in the.remiſſi. 


on thereof, through the blood of Jeſus. The law 
\ "of fellowſhip betwixt two, as friends, requires, 25 
if the one fins againſt the other, he confeſs it. 
ye aſk, How ye are to confeſs your fin? We 2 
ſwer, As Aaron confeſſed the iniquity of the children 


of Iſrael, Lev. xvi. 21. He confeſſed their iniqui- 
ty with his hands on the head of the live goat, put- 
ting them upon the head of the goat : ſo ye are to 
confeſs' your ſins, with the hand of faith upon 


_ Chriſt, the propitiation for ſin: ye are to confeſs - 
them as atoned-for ſins ; as fins the Son'of Gd 
made atonment for. F ue confeſs our ſins, he is 


faithful and juft to forgive us our ſims, and to cleanſe 


us from all unrighteouſueſs, 1 John i. 9, God pro- 
miſed to Chriſt, that he would pardon our ſins, be- 
cauſe he was wounded for them: if, therefore, he did 
not forgive us, he would neither be faithful nor juſt 


to Chriſt; but God is faithful and juſt to Chriſt, and 
therefore he will forgive our ſins. When the debt 


F is paid, it is a righteous thing with God to a 


the bond. 


Zaly, I would addreſs you in the wank of David, 1+: 2 
Pla. c. 1 4. and cv. 1, 8. Be ye thankful. O that 
ye would praiſe. the Lord for his goodneſs to y In 


Luke xvii. 1 5. we have an account of ten Lepers 

cleanſed, and only one gave thanks. Tbis one praiſe 

ed God; and Chriſt praiſeth this one. Ye have re- 

ane anſvers of prayer: O return his anſwers with 5 
E | 


L 34 3. 
a * of pelle and thanks. As the higheſt uſe that 


could be made of beaſts, under the law, was to make 
them ſacrifices to God; fo, the higheſt uſe of the 
Jaculties of the ſoul, is to employ them in thanking 


and prai ſi ng God. Praiſe is the great ordinance of 
fellowſhip in the ſtate of perfection in heaven, whi- 


ther the tribes of the Lord go up to give thanks to 


the name of the Lord. God has made your hearts 
glad on earth; therefore make his praiſe glorious ; 
ſaying, as in Rev. i. 5, 6. Unto him that loved us, 
and waſhed us from our ſins in his blood, and hath 


made us kings and prieſts unto God his Father; to 


him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

4thly, I would addreſs you in the words of Paul to 
the Philippians, chap. iv. 6. In every thing by prayer 
let your requeſts be made known unto God. A man 


| gets much of heaven into his heart by praying, even 


for earthly things, if he pray ina*ſpiritual manner; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe in praying, he draws nigh 


unto, and converſes with God; and thereby he is 
influenced to more holineſs, though en wy not 


the particular matter of the prayer. 1 2 | 
Fthly, I would addreſs you in the words of Paul 


to the Theſſalonians, 1 Epiſt. chap. v. 22. Abſtain 


From all appearance of evil. Beware of all ſuch fel- 


lowſhip as hath a tendency to marr your fellowſhip 


of converſe with God, Eph. v. 11. Have uo fel. 
 lowſhip with the unſruitful works of darkneſs, but 
rather reprove them. The unfruitſul works of dark- 


neſs, are uncleaneſs, fornication, covetouſneſs, filthi- 


neſs, fooliſh talking, and jeſting, verſe 3, 4. Theſe 


C Ro 


ye are to have no fellowſhip with; hut rather TY 55 


prove them. More particularly, I adviſe you, 
1. To beware of fellouſbip with the wicked, the 
workers of iniquity, This advice the apoſtle tenders 
unto the Corinthians, 2 Epiſt. vi. 1 4, 17, 18. Be 
ye not unequally yoked with unbelievers + come out 


From among them; be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord: 


touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, 
viz, unto my tabernacle, the chamber of preſence ; 
and there ye ſhall converſe with me as familiarly as 
ſons and daughters with a father, I will be a Father 
unto you ; and ye ſhall be my M and daughters 


ſeith the Lord Almighty. 


2. I adviſe you to beware of indulging luſts in 


1 your heart. This advice the apoſtle tenders to the 


Romans, chap. vi. 12. Let not fi in reign in your 
mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the luſts there. 


. of. Your heart js, as it were, the marriage-bed ; and 
Vill ye ſuffer Chriſt's rivals to creep into the hed of 


love? If ye ſuffer this, it will breed eſtrangement 


in you from him; and then he will juſtly complainn 


of you, as in Jer. li. 5. What iniquity have your 
fathers, faund in me, that they are gone far from mes 


As if he had ſaid, Your fathers, yourſelves, and I, 
have been better acquainted in time paſt : what cauſe 
have I given for their, for your eſtrangement from 


me? Yea, if ye ſuffer this, God will caſt you out 

of fellowſhip, not indeed out of the fellowibip of 

co-partnerſhip, nor out of the fellowſhip of intereſt. ; 

but out of the fellowſhip of converſe, Pſa. Ixvi. 18. 

bg I ene iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
| . 


R 
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Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowſhip with thee? 


No, no. This fellowſhip of converſe may, and doth 
_ conſiſt with the inbeing of ſin; but not with an im- 
__ pemitent diſpoſition under the inbeing of it ; not with 
the entertaining of it in the heart. Sin enterinined 
in the heart, having the conſent of the will, ſome- 
e breaks out into theſe actions, which, if known 
to the church, ſhe would juſtly eject the actor from 
ber communion: and though God, for holy and wiſe 
ends, may hide theſe actions from the church ; yet 


God excommunicates the actor from the —_— 


oO converſe with himſelf, 


3. I adviſe you to beware of an evil heart of uns 


belief. This advice the apoſtle gives to the Hebrews, 


chap. iii. 12: Take heed, Brethren, left there be an 
am of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 


from the living Ced. By an. unbelieving heart a» 


depart from the living God: and what is more op- 


poſite to fellowſhip with God, than departing. from 


Him ? If faith be not exerciſed in the ordinances, thy 


worſhip is formal, and ſo rejected of God. If faith 
de not exerciſed, thou ſleepeſt, and ſo cannot enter · 
tain Chrift, Song v. 2. If faith be exerciſed, thou 


art awake, and entertains Chriſt.“ Faith, ſaith one, 


_ © js an engine to bring down God unto us.” And 
à⁊s God ſometimes ſeated himſelf betwixt the cheru- 
bims; ſo, frequent believing thoughts of God, are 


the ſeat of God in our ſouls : and ſo, be not as the 


| wicked, of whom it is ſaid, Pfal. x. 4. God is not in 
all their thoughts ; but as Paul, who fays, Gal, u. 20. 


* me ; no, no; tho king of Iſrael, Pla Addo; 20. 
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And: fo, finally, I She: you, when ye fall 
into fin, beware of going to any other fountain, 
but the blood of Jeſus,” for cleanſing the conſcience 
from the guilt of it, and the heart from the love f 
it. Sin is blotted out of an accuſing conſcience, that 
it may be purged out of the affections. To this 
fountain David had recourſe upon his fall into mur- 
der and adultery, Pfal. Ii. 7. The circle, as 
« Bining ſays, the believer is to move in, is to turn. 
« from pardon to purity; and from pollution again 
e to pardon again; avoiding the quick ſands of pre- 


« ſumptuous wantonneſs, turning the grace of God 


into laciviouſneis, and the rock of deſperate diſ- 

« truſt, as if there were no pardon for fins aggravated 
« with preceeding mercy and grace in God.“ Sirs, _ 
the blood of Jeſus is of perpetual ufe for pardon, un- 


til purity be fully attained. The Chriſtian religion, 


is the religion of ſinners; of ſuch as have ſinned, 
and in whom fin ſtill dwells: for, if we ſay we have _ 
no ſin, we tecerve ourſelves ;. "but the blood of Feſus 
Chriſt, cleanſeth from all Sin. 27 
To conclude, let mie addrife myſelf eo theſe who 5 


have no fellowſhip with God. 


1/7, In the words of Chriſt to the ambelieving Dy 
Jews, John viii. 44. Ye are of your father the devil. 
O Sirs, for your conviction, conſider whom ye have 
fellowſhip with; ye have fellowſbip with Devils in 
fin and miſery; Eph. ti. 2. The Prince of the power 
of the air works and rules in the hearts of the eli 
dren of difebedience. | Ye may more proper? y de cal. 7 


| God; no, no. If ye die in that ſtate, ye ſhall have 


\ Chriſt: and their union to Chriſt, is by their belier- Y i 
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led Demoniacks, than thoſe whoſe bodies were poſs 
ſeſſed of the devil; for he poſſeſſes your ſouls + and 


being a ſpirit, he can join himſelf more cloſely to ſpi- 
kits than to bodies. Theſe qualities which made him 


a devil are in you, tho' in an inferior degree; as pride, 
malice, averſion at God, and the godly. In 1 Cor, 
x. 10. the apoſtle ſays, I would not that ye ſhould 
have fellowſhip with devils, viz. in drinking the cup 


| bf devils, in partaking of the table of devils, verſe 


21. In Idolatry, verſe 7. Neither be ye idolaters, as 
ſome of them. In fornication, verſe 8. Neither let us 
commit fornication, as ſome of them commited. In 
tempting Chriſt, verſe 9. Neither let us tempt 


Chriſt, etc. In murmuring verſe 10. Neither mur. 


mur, as ſome of them alſo murmured. © It, ſays one, 


„ the vail could be taken away, men would ſee, 


« that while they are gratifying luſts, they are in- 
« twining and coupling with ſerpents, with devils.” 
I therefore, or rather the Lord, ſays unto you, Ex- 
cept ye be born again ye cannot ſee the kingdom of | 


fellowſhip with the devil in eternal torments, Matth, 
xxv. 41. Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſt- | 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. How. 


beit, ye are yet priſoners of hope : there is hope in 


| 

! 

| 

0 

] 
Tſrael concerning you. And ſo, | ; 
24h, I would addreſs you in the words of paul 0 
to the Jailor, Acts xvi. 31. Believe in the Lord x 
c 

a 


, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. The foundation of 


man's fellowſhip with Chriſt, is laid in-their union to 
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ing in ibi John i. Now, becauſe Faith is 
wrought by hearing the wk accompanied with the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſent down from heaven, let me there- 
fore preach the goſpel to you : and lo; by r of 
motive, conſider, _ | 
1. That the perſons in the S are inclined 

and diſpoſed to creature-fellowſhip. There is a prone- 
neſs in each perſon-to creature-communion : there 
is a proneneſs in the Father to creature-communion z 
and therefore he ſays, Iſa. xlii. i. Behold, my, ſer- 
vant, uhom I uphold. There is a proneneſs in the 
Son unto creature -· communion; and therefore he ſays, 
Iſa. Ixv. i. Behold me, behold me There is a prone- 
neſs in the Spirit unto creature · communion, Rev. 
xxii. 17. The Spirit ſays, Come, viz. to Chriſt. 
2. This fellowſhip is affected by the Spirit, 2 Cor. 
xv. 14. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
love of Cod, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with: you all: that is, the grace of Jeſus, and the 


love of God the Father, are communicated to you 


by the Spirit; for the Spirit receives, and takes of 


the things of Chriſt, and ſhews to us, John xvi. 1 4, 
' 15. And the Spirit ſheds the love of God: abroad in 


our hearts, Rom. v. 5. To this purpoſe is that 
prayer, 2 Theſſ. iii. v. The. Lord direct your hearts 
into the laue of God, and into the patient waiting for 
Chriſt. There is a prayer; to the Spirit ; let this 
prayer, be our prayer. The Lord, the Holy Ghoſt, 
direct our hearts into the love of God the Father, 
and into the patience of Chriſt; into a patient: walt- 
ing for him from heaven. 


e SY 
oh His name is Je, 1 John iy, 14. i len 
* and do teſtiſy, the Father ſent the Son to be the 
| Saviour of the world. The ſtrength of fin is ſach, 
|" that, like Goliah, it defies the whole hoſt of heaven 
and earth; it can be vanquiſhed by no other hand: 


and he is able to deſtroy it, Heb. vii. 2 5. He is able 


tv fave io the uttermoſt, all that come unto God by 
him. And he is as willing as able to ſave; and 
hence, in John v. 40. he complains that men will 
not come unte him for life. En ets 
4. fle is the Chriſt; which. denke; * ited 
As the holy aunction was given unto Prophets, 
Priefts, and Kings; ſo Jeſus, being the anointed, 
fays, he is a Prophet, Prieſt, and King, John xiv. 6. 
Theſe offices, eminently meeting in him, he will 
chearfully execute over them who low, . 
Vi. 37. | 
5. His blood is the blood of the Son of God; and | 
fo his blood is the blood of that perſon who is the 
Father's equal, Phil. ii. 6. He was in the form of 
Cod, and thought it no robbery to be equal with Cod. 
Upon mentioning ſo rich a treaſure of blood as the 
blood of the Son of God, the partical a/l is but a 
rational conſequent : it cleanſeth us from arr fin, 
without exception. If it be the blood of the Son of 
God, it-cannot but cleanſe from all ſin; it is as ſuf- 
flicient now as ever: and as there is no exception of 
ſins, as to the cleanſing efficiency of this blood, let 
there be none in your , de in a your appli | 
cation to it. 915 | 


But ſays a AD Were I penitent, I would be 
* = | encouraged thereby to believe in Chriſt. - To this 
vue reply, That repentance is a chief branch of ſalva- 


0 tion; and Chriſt is exalted to give that, as well as 
remiſſion of fin. What! would ye who are loſt 
„ fave yourſelves, in order to your coming to the Sa- 


y | viour! would ye who are ſick heal yourſelves, in 
4 order to your coming to the Phyſician ! would ye 
Il who are fallen into the mire waſh yourſelves, in or- 
der to come to the fountain! How abſurd is this ob« 
I jection | It is only the blood of Jeſus that cleanſeth . 
s Pom all ſin.— further obſerve here, that this Boot © 
d cannot be without water, 1 John v. 6. And be 
6, cauſe the water of the ſanctifying Spirit, runs in, 
n and is conveyed by, that channel of blood, it 
in therefore may be ſaid to cleanſe from the power and | 
1 der as well as from the guilt of all ſin. 

d Baut ſays another, The greatueſs of my guilt frights 
ne me; my fins are of an uncommon kind; I think 1 
of am the greateſt ſinner that ever was. Unto you 1 
4. would fay, | 
be & 1. Paul thought ſo too of himſelf, t Tim. i i. 15. 
a Þ Jeſus came into the world to fave ſinners, of whom _ 
in, I am chief. And you do not think ſuitably of your- 
of ſelf, till you think of whom I am chief. | 
if- 2. Some perſon, that goes ta heaven, has on. = 
of earth been the greateſt ſinner ; and what if thou 
let ¶ beeſt the perſon who ſhall be deepeſt in grare's debt. 
i · 3. However great thy fins be, yet there is more. 
In the blood of Jeſus to ſave, than in all ay ſins 0 

| damn thee, Rom. v. 17. For, 1 

| \ 3 


1 42 1 *** 
4. Your Gas a are but the ſins of a creature, whereas "2 
the blood of Jeſus is the blood of God, Acts xx. 28, 
O what a phraſe is this, the blood of God ! not the 
blood of men, but the blood of God. If it be the 
_ blood of God, the merit of it is as far above the de- 
merit of thy fin; as God is above man, as the per- 
Bi of Chriſt is abort; thy perſon, All manner of + 
fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto men: Come 
then, ſaith the Lord Cod, and let us reaſon together; | 
. although. your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as 
uw. I, eben I am be that blotteth out thine iniquity. 7:2 
will be merciful to your unrighteouſneſs , your ſims and 
iniquities will I remember no more. Do ye now be- 
lieve? If fo, walk in the hight, as God is in ibe 
light. Art, as one ſays, is the imitation of na- 
4. ture; and true religion is a divine art, which con- 
ce ſiſts in the imitation of God himſelf, who is the 
= Author of nature, and God of all grace.” If we | 
val in the light, as God is in the light, we haue 
Fellruſbip one with another: and the blood of Jeſus , 
Os his Le . us 9 85 all fon "OY 
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